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‘“Look who's
smiling
now?”

“The department head’s job had just been left
vacant. When the boys in the office learned |
was gunning for it, they gave me their widest
grins, One thing they didn't know: | had made
£rig up my mind sometime back to take LaSalle
o training that would qualify me for a better job.
j: My study paid off so fast it surprised even me—

i I was picked for that shiny promotion over every»
; one's head. Who wouldn’t be smiling with a neat
; new $1,500 increase!”

i
i
i E SALLE'S FILES are filled with letters with this kind of
i story from LaSalle graduates who have rapidly
i climbed the ladder of success. You, too, can qualify for
i | the career opportunity of your choice through LaSalle
home study—without interfering with your present work—
and by devoting only a little of your spare time.

LaSalle has béen an acknowledged leader in home edu-
cation for more than half a century. It has enrolled more
than 1,000,000 ambitious men and women in its many
types of training courses. LaSalle’s dxstmgmshed faculty
includes some of the country’s foremost practicing spe-
cialists and instructors. That's why your training is in
good, experienced hands...why your LaSalle diploma
will be respected by employers.

Mailing the LaSalle coupon below may be the first step
in getting a better job, higher pay, and all of the good
things that go with success. Simply check the program in
which you are most interested, and we will send you a
valuable free booklet describing the opportunities in that
field. Mail the coupon to LaSalle, 417 South Dearborn
Street, Chicago, Illinois 60605.
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TV BY THE NUMBERS

urray Leinster was in the of-
fice the other day to talk about
stories. So we talked about them
(and hope to be bringing you some
of the results of the talk shortly);
after which the conversation turned
to the business which had brought
Leinster to New York. He had been
talking patent releases with a large
corporation. The patent was his
own. It seems that some years ago
one of Leinster’s stories was being
adapted for a television program
and, visiting on the lot, Leinster
noticed an awful lot of activity go-
ing on in putting up and breaking
down sets. Turned out, that studio
alone was spending an amount in
five figures every week — not to
build new sets, but just to truck
old ones back and forth between the
warehouse and the studio as needed.
That struck Leinster as rather a
waste. It was just background, after
all. If you photographed it once, it
should stay photographed. . . . So
he went home and designed an op-
tical system to make it possible to
retain .the backgrounds without all
the bother of having them physically
present all the time . ... and the
royalties from that are one reason
why you don’t see as many Leinster
stories as you used to any more.
Which started your editor think-

ing.

Pfhotographing sets once instead
of a hundred times js a fine
saving, no doubt. But look. You
don’t really want the sets at all in
the long run, do you? All you want
is an image of the sets.

For that matter, you don’t really
want props — or actors.

Maybe you don’t even need cam-
eras.

In order to give your television
audience an hour’s amusement (or
addicted boredom, which is move
like it), you only need to make
sure that a finite number of phos-
phor spots on the inside of a cath-
ods tube sparkle in the proper or-
der. That’s all that goes on now,
of course. It happens that the elec-
tron gun that makes the phosphors
sparkle is programmed by a video
camera, which in turn is program-
med by scanning live actors on a
live set. But still. . . .

Each point of light on the TV
tube is still just a point of light.
It’s either on or off. That’s all. (Not
counting color television, where the
signal in the set specifies ‘“chromin-

ance’’ as well as “luminance’” — but
let’s not bother about color for a
moment.)

There are about 420 active phos-
phor spots on each line of an Amer-
ican tube. You could write that line
as a binary number. Let “1” be on;





