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IN T R O D U C T IO N  T O  

FA Y ETTE, N E W  Y O R K , D O C U M E N T S

If Fayette, New York, is incorrectly believed by many to be the location of 
the LDS church’s organization on 6 April 1830 (see I.A.15, JOSEPH 
SMITH HISTORY, 1839, n. 82), it is nevertheless the scene of other im­
portant events: the Book of M ormon’s completion, reception of numerous 
revelations, and three church conferences, to name a few. A largely rural area 
situated below the Erie Canal about twenty-two miles directly east of Pal­
myra, with Seneca and Cayuga Lakes on either side, Fayette was home to Pe­
ter Whitmer, Sr., whose generosity was invaluable to the growth of Mor- 
monism. Peter first heard about Joseph Smith through his son David, who 
had met Oliver Cowdery in Palmyra in 1828 and conversed with him about 
Smith’s discovery of gold plates (VI. A .12, DAVID W H ITM ER IN TER ­
VIEW W ITH  K A N SA S CITYJO U RNAL, 1JU N  1881). In April the next 
year, Cowdery and Samuel Smith visited the W hitmer family on their way to 
Harmony, Pennsylvania, where Joseph Smith was struggling with the trans­
lation of the Book of Mormon. Before leaving Fayette, Cowdery promised 
to write W hitmer concerning his investigation of Smith’s activities in Har­
mony.

About mid-April 1829, Whitmer received a letter from Cowdery that 
praised Smith’s seeric gifts. In a second letter, Cowdery quoted a few lines 
from the Book of Mormon translation. In a third letter he told Whitmer that 
they were experiencing persecution in Harmony and requested sanctuary in 
Fayette for him and Smith (VI.A.7, DAVID W H ITM ER INTERVIEW  
W ITH O R SO N  PRATT AND JOSEPH F. SMITH, 7-8 SEP 1878; 
VI.A.12, DAVID W HITM ER INTERVIEW  W ITH  K AN SAS C ITY  
JO U R N A L , 1 JU N  1881; VI.A.17, DAVID W H ITM ER INTERVIEW  
W ITH  JAMES H. HART, 21 AUG 1883 & 10 M AR 1884). Whitmer 
hitched a wagon and drove to Harmony about 1 June and conveyed Smith 
and Cowdery to Fayette (I.A.15 JO SEPH  SMITH HISTORY, 1839, 21).

In the upper story of the Peter Whitmer, Sr., home, work on the Book 
of Mormon continued until about the end of June. That same month, 
Hyrum Smith, David Whitmer, Peter Whitmer, Jr., and probably John 
W hitmer were baptized in nearby Seneca Lake. Smith also visited Palmyra to 
negotiate and arrange for the Book of M ormon’s publication. In the latter 
part of the month, the three witnesses saw an angel and the gold plates in the
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woods near the Whitmer residence (I.A.15, JOSEPH SMITH HISTORY, 
1839, 22-25, 34; I.B.5, LUCY SMITH HISTORY, 1845, MS:101; VI.A.7, 
DAVID W HITM ER INTERVIEW  W ITH O R SO N  PRATT AND JO ­
SEPH F. SMITH, 7-8 SEP 1878; L. Cook 1981, 25).

After overseeing the initial stages of printing the Book of Mormon in 
Palmyra, Joseph Smith returned to Harmony, Pennsylvania, on 4 October 
1829 (I.A. 1, JOSEPH SMITH TO OLIVER COW DERY, 22 O CT 1829, 
1). Despite the fact that he resided in Harmony, the center of church affairs 
continued in Fayette, excluding the church’s organization in Manchester on 
6 April 1830 (see I.A.15, JOSEPH SMITH HISTORY, 1839, n. 82). O n 11 
April, Cowdery preached the first Mormon sermon in Fayette and baptized 
Christian, Anne, and Elizabeth Whitmer and Hiram, Katharine, and Mary 
Page in Seneca Lake (I.A.15, JOSEPH SMITH HISTORY, 1839, 39, 
DRAFT: 11; VI.E.3, D IE D R IC H  W ILLERS, JR ., H ISTO RICA L 
SKETCH, 1900, 48). On 18 April, Cowdery baptized Mary and Peter 
Whitmer, Sr., and their daughter Elizabeth Ann, William and Elizabeth Jolly 
and their son Vincent, and Ziba Peterson, all in Seneca Lake (I.A.15, JO ­
SEPH SMITH HISTORY, 1839, 39; VI.E.3, DIEDRICH WILLERS, 
JR ., HISTORICAL SKETCH, 1900, 48). The first church conference was 
held on 9 June at Peter Whitmer, Sr.’s, residence, and two other conferences 
would be held at the Whitmer home on 26 September 1830 and 2 January 
1831 (I.A.15, JOSEPH SMITH HISTORY, 1839, 41; VI.G.2, FAR WEST 
R EC O R D , 9 JU N  1830 & 2 JAN 1831). Following the first conference, 
David Whitmer baptized at least eleven people in Seneca Lake (I.A.15, JO ­
SEPH SMITH HISTORY, 1839, 42; VI.A.16, DAVID W HITM ER IN ­
TERVIEW  W ITH J. W. CHATBURN, 1882).

When Joseph Smith met with renewed opposition in Pennsylvania, 
Newel Knight transported him and his wife Emma to Fayette in September
1830, where they boarded with Peter Whitmer, Sr. In early October, Smith 
received a commandment that his brother Hyrum should move his family 
from Manchester to Colesville and that the remainder of the Smith family 
should locate to Waterloo, a small village near the Whitmer farm (I.B.5, 
LUCY SMITH HISTORY, 1845, 1853:158-59, 168-69). For a time, the 
Peter Whitmer, Sr., home was again the center of activities. This would 
change after the arrival of Sidney Rigdon and Edward Partridge from Ohio 
in early December 1830. During the conference in Fayette on 2 January
1831, Smith received a revelation instructing New York members to sell 
their land, consecrate the proceeds to church officials, and remove to Ohio 
(D&C 38:34-37). There were “some divisions among the congregation, 
some would not receive the above as the word of the Lord: but [said] that Jo­
seph had invented it himself to deceive the people [,] that in the end he might
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IN T R O D U C T IO N  T O  FAYETTE, NEW  Y O R K , D O C U M EN TS

get gain” (VI.B.l, JO H N  W HITM ER HISTORY, 1831, 9). Smith’s aban­
donment of Fayette and the loss of the Whitmer family’s prominence may 
have contributed to David W hitmer’s resentment of Rigdon, which he 
freely expressed in later years.

About 24 January 1831, Joseph and Emma Smith, together with 
Rigdon and Partridge, left for Kirtland, Ohio, where they arrived about 1 
February (I.A.15, JOSEPH SMITH HISTORY, 1839, 92; III.E.3, PAL­
M YRA REFLECTO R , 1829-1831, under 1 February 1831, 95). The first 
week of May, Joseph’s mother, Lucy Smith, and about eighty Saints em­
barked from Waterloo and traveled up the Cayuga, Seneca, and Erie Canals 
to Buffalo. Together with the Colesville Saints, they made passage through 
the ice onto Lake Erie and arrived at Fairport, Ohio, on 14 May (see Porter 
1971, 307-8, 316-17).

The present compilation includes numerous statements by and inter­
views with David Whitmer, followed by statements of his brother John 
Whitmer, brother-in-law Hiram Page, sister Elizabeth Ann Whitmer Cow- 
dery, and nephewjohn C. Whitmer. Also included are accounts by area resi­
dents, including the early letters of farmer Lucius Fenn and the Reverend 
Diedrich Willers; the later statements of Lee Yost, Diedrich Willers, Sr., 
Diedrich Willers, Jr., and Harrison Chamberlain; and two published histo­
ries. Statements from non-residents or visitors to the Fayette area have also 
been provided. Finally, the miscellaneous documents section contains the 
Testimony of Three Witnesses, priesthood licences for Joseph Smith, Sr., 
John Whitmer, and Christian Whitmer, and excerpts from the Far West R e­
cord.

5









IN T R O D U C T IO N  T O  

D A V ID  W H IT M E R  C O L L E C T IO N

David Whitmer, son of Peter Whitmer, Sr., was born on 7 January 1805 near 
Harrisburg, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania. David was four when his family 
moved to a farm in Fayette, New York. The family was associated with a 
German Reformed congregation1 in Fayette known as Zion’s Church. Cal- 
vinistic in doctrine and presbyterian in government, the German Reformed 
tradition was anti-authoritarian and anti-creedal, proclaiming scripture as 
the only source of doctrine. This may explain some of the attraction Joseph 
Smith had for the Whitmers, as well as a reason for David’s subsequent trou­
bles with the prophet over increasing hierarchical control, Smith’s demand 
for primacy, and publication of Smith’s revelations as articles of faith.

In 1828, Whitmer met Oliver Cowdery, who the next year traveled to 
Harmony, Pennsylvania, to meet the prophet. He reported back to Whitmer 
by letter that Smith apparently had the ability to discern Cowdery’s private 
thoughts. This letter was followed by a request for refuge for Smith and 
Cowdery in Fayette. In early June 1829, Whitmer traveled to Harmony in 
his wagon and conveyed the two men to his father’s residence where the 
translation of the Book of Mormon would continue.

Shortly after his return to Fayette, David Whitmer was baptized by Jo­
seph Smith in Seneca Lake, along with other members of the Whitmer fam­
ily. Near the end ofjune, David experienced what he would be remembered 
for when he, Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, and Martin Harris gathered in 
the woods near Peter W hitmer’s residence and there saw an angel displaying 
the gold plates on a table. Later known as “the most interviewed witness,” 
Whitmer, like Harris (see “Introduction to Martin Harris Collection”), in­
terpreted this experience as visionary rather than literal or materialistic. Dur­
ing his June 1880 interview with Whitmer, John Murphy asked: “Then you 
had impressions as the quaker [receives] when the spirit moves, or as a good

1. David’s ancestry on both sides of the family was German or German 
speaking, and the family spoke with a German accent. His grandfather, George 
Witmer, was born in Prussia, and George’s father was born in Switzerland. Da­
vid’s mother’s name, Mary Musselman, indicates German heritage, although she 
was apparently bom in Pennsylvania. See VI.A.18, DAVID WHITMER IN­
TERVIEW WITH GEORGE Q. CANNON, 27 FEB 1884.
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IN T R O D U C T IO N  TO  DAVID W H IT M E R  C O LLEC TIO N

Methodist in giving a happy experience, a feeling?” W hitmer answered, 
“Just so.” (VI.A.9, DAVID W HITM ER INTERVIEW  W ITH  JO H N  
M URPHY, JU N  1880). Following publication of Murphy’s account, 
Whitmer responded with a written “Proclamation” in which he reaffirmed 
his testimony and attached an affidavit attesting to his honesty and standing in 
the community. Significantly, he stopped short of refuting any specific state­
ment in Murphy’s version of the interview (see VI.A. 11, DAVID W H IT­
M ER PROCLAM ATION, 19 M AR 1881).

The subjective aspect ofW hitmer’s experience was detailed in an 1885 
interview conducted by James Henry Moyle: “Mr D. W hitmer Sen did not 
handle the plates. Only seen <saw> them .... Says he did see them and the an­
gel and heard him speak. But that it was indiscribablef,] that it was through 
the power of God (and was possibly or at least [visionary]) [.] he then spoke of 
Paul hearing and seeing Christ but his associates did not. Because it is only 
seen in the Spirit.” Moyle attempted to ascertain whether “the atmosphere 
about them was normal.” In other words, did the angel appear in normal sur­
roundings or was the natural world obscured? According to Whitmer, “it 
was indescribable, but the light was bright and clear, yet apparently,” in 
Moyle’s words, “a different kind of light, something of a soft haze. ...” A re­
cent law school graduate at the time, Moyle noted his disappointment: “I was 
not fully satisfied with the explanation. It was more spiritual than I antici­
pated” (VI.A.25, DAVID W HITM ER INTERVIEW  W ITH JAMES 
HENRY MOYLE, 28 JU N  1885).

Whitmer told Nathan Tanner that those who beheld the plates were 
first “overshadowed by the power of God and a halo of brightness indescrib­
able” (VI.A.28, DAVID W HITM ER INTERVIEW  W ITH  NATHAN 
TANNER, 13 APR 1886, 1). In an interview in 1886, W hitmer further de­
scribed “a strange entrancing influence, which permeated him so powerfully 
that he felt chained to the spot” (VI.A.29, DAVID W H ITM ER IN T ER ­
VIEW W ITH OMAHA  [NE] HERALD, 10 O C T 1886). Explaining his 
experience to Anthony Metcalf in 1887, Whitmer said: “O f course we were 
in the spirit when we had the view, but were in the body also, and everything 
was as natural to us, as it is at any time. ... A bright light enveloped us where 
we were, that filled [the woods as brightly as] at noon day, and there in a vi­
sion or in the spirit, we saw and heard just as it is stated in my testimony in the 
Book of Mormon” (VI.A.32, DAVID W H ITM ER TO  AN TH O N Y  
METCALF, 2 APR 1887).

An examination ofW hitm er’s activities prior to seeing the angel and 
the plates suggests that he was already sensitive to such experiences. For ex­
ample, he reported that while he, Smith, and Cowdery first traveled from 
Harmony to Fayette in 1829, they saw a Nephite on the road who suddenly
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IN T R O D U C T IO N  T O  DAVID W H IT M E R  C O LLEC TIO N

disappeared. Upon arriving at his father’s house, “they were impressed” that 
the same Nephite was under the “Shed.” While plowing in his fields on the 
morning prior to his vision with the other two witnesses, Whitmer saw an 
apparition of a man who told him: “Blessed is the Lord & he that keepeth his 
Commandments” (see, e.g., VI.A.5, DAVID W H ITM ER INTERVIEW  
W ITH  EDW ARD STEVENSON, 22-23 DEC 1877). One should there­
fore view his experience in the context of a highly charged period in his life. 
As Lyndon W. Cook has noted, these accounts of “other supernatural expe­
riences ... must be seen in connection with the more frequently printed evi­
dence to fully appreciate this eyewitness’s testimony” (Cook 1991, x). In­
deed, given W hitmer’s overall state of mind and the subjectivity of his expe­
rience, the possibility of hallucination cannot be ruled out.

Before moving to Kirtland, Ohio, W hitmer married Julia Ann Jolly, 
daughter of a neighbor, William Jolly, on 9 January 1831. David had been 
ordained an elder in New York, but on 25 October 1831 in Ohio, he was 
further ordained to the high priesthood. In 1832, he moved to Jackson 
County, Missouri. Two years later, on 7 July 1834, he was ordained Joseph 
Smith’s successor and president of the church in Missouri even though he 
had criticized Smith’s leadership and institutional innovations. In the wake 
of the Kirtland banking crisis of 1837, Whitmer became increasingly outspo­
ken and, in April 1838, was excommunicated. Soon after, he moved to 
Richmond, Ray County, Missouri, where he ran a livery stable and briefly 
served as mayor. For a short time, he was the leader of a splinter group which 
included former church apostle William E. McLellin and Book of Mormon 
witness Hiram Page. Thereafter, he remained separate from any denomina­
tion. He died in Richmond on 25 January 1888 (Cook 1981, 24-25; Cook 
1991, ix-xxvi).

In this collection, W hitmer’s numerous statements and interviews are 
presented in chronological order.2 I have included all of the substantial state-

2. Many of Whitmer’s interviews were reprinted in the RLDS (now 
Community of Christ) Saints’ Herald and from there in Lyndon W. Cook, ed., 
David Whitmer Interviews: A Restoration Witness (Orem, UT: Grandin Book Co., 
1991). The reprints vary slightly from the originals, with only insignificant devi­
ations, but I have nevertheless consulted and presented the originals wherever 
possible. I have included only those portions of lengthy documents that are rele­
vant to the pre-Ohio period, whereas Cook’s compilation includes the docu­
ments in whole. Deletions are, of course, indicated by ellipses. The following 
items were not included in Cook’s compilation: EBER D. HOWE ON 
DAVID WHITMER, 1834; DAVID WHITMER INTERVIEW WITH 
JOH N  MURPHY, JUN 1880; E. S. GILBERT TO ELLEN E. DICKINSON, 
1 AUG 1880; DAVID WHITMER PROCLAMATION, 19 MAR 1881;
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IN T R O D U C T IO N  T O  DAVID W H IT M E R  C O LLEC TIO N

ments he is known to have made regarding the Book of Mormon and early 
church history. Less significant statements are included in an addendum.

DAVID WHITMER INTERVIEW WITH UNKNOW N REPORTER, 
CIRCA JUL 1884; and DAVID WHITMER, ADDRESS, 1887; as well as sev­
eral items in the addendum and portions of Whitmer’s interviews with George
Q. Cannon, James Henry Moyle, and Edward Stevenson.
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E B E R  D . H O W E  O N  

D a v i d  W h i t m e r ,  1834

1.

E. D. Howe, Mormonism Unvailed: or, A  Faithful Account of That Singular Impo­
sition and Delusion, from Its Rise to the Present Time (Painesville, Ohio: E. D. 
Howe, 1834), 15-16.

EDITO RIAL N O TE

On Eber D. Howe (1798-?), see introduction to III.F.6, EBER D. 
HOW E O N  M ARTIN HARRIS, 1834.

DAVID W HITM AR is the third special witness who signed [p. 15] the 
certificate with [Martin] Harris and [Oliver] Cowdery, testifying to having 
seen [the] plates. He is one of five of the same name and family who have 
been used as witnesses to establish the imposition, and who are now head 
men and leaders in the Mormonite camp. They were noted in their neigh­
borhood for credulity and a general belief in witches,1 and perhaps were fit 
subjects for the juggling arts of Smith. David relates that he was led by Smith 
into an open field, on his father’s farm, where they found the Book of plates 
lying upon the ground.1 2 Smith took it up and requested him to examine it, 
which he did for the space of half an hour or more, when he returned it to 
Smith, who placed it in its former position, alledging that it was in the cus­
tody of an Angel. He describes the plates as being about eight inches square, 
the leaves being metal of a whitish yellow color, and of the thickness of tin 
plates. The back was secured with three small rings of the same metal, passing 
through each leaf in succession; that the leaves were divided equidistant be­
tween the back and the edge, by cutting the plates in two parts, and again 
united with solder, so that the front might be opened, while the back part re­
mained stationary and immovable, and was consequently a sealed book, 
which would not be revealed for ages to come, and which Smith himself was 
not permitted to understand. On opening that part of the book which was 
not secured by seals, he discovered inscribed on the aforesaid plates, divers

1. See VI.D.2, DIEDRICH WILLERS TO REVEREND BRETH­
REN, 18JUN 1830.

2. Cf. III.E.3, PALMYRA REFLECTOR, 1828-1831, under 19 March 
1831, 126.
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DAVID W H IT M E R  C O LLEC TIO N

and wonderful characters, some large and some small, but beyond the wis 
dom of man to understand without supernatural aid; this account is some 
times partly contradicted by Harris.3

3. Cf. III.F.6, EBER D. HOWE ON MARTIN HARRIS, 1834.



D a v i d  w h i t m e r  i n t e r v i e w  

W IT H  E R I B. M U L L IN , 1874

2 .

Eri B. Mullin to the Editor, 25 January 1880, Saints' Herald 27 (1 March 
1880): 76.

ED ITO R IA L N O TE

Eri B. Mullin (1841-1922) was born in Ray, Davies County, Missouri. 
About 1863 he married Martha Harber. He joined the RLDS Church in 
1870 and later died at Independence, Jackson County, Missouri (Black 1993, 
4:550-51).

In the following brief letter to the editors of the Saints' Herald, Mullin 
recounts an interview he had with David Whitmer in 1874.

January 25, 1880.
Dear Brethren:—

I have been reading the news in the Herald for several years, and among 
the many testimonies that I have read is one from Mr. L. Traughber, of 
Carrol county, Missouri, said to be from D[avid]. W hitmer.1 Mr. D. 
Whitmer told me in the year 1874, that Joseph Smith used the Urim and 
Thummim when he was translating. But now it is said that he lost it when he 
gave the first part of the book to Martin Harris1 2; after that he used the Stone. 
Bro. T. W. Smith, I think was right.31 for my part know he said that Joseph 
had the instrument Urim and Thummim. I asked him how they looked. He 
said they looked like spectacles, and he (Joseph) would put them on and look 
in a hat, or put his face in the hat and read. Says I, “Did he have the plates in 
there.” “No; the words would appear, and if he failed to spell the word right, 
it would stay till it was spelled right, then pass away; another come, and so 
on.” Now this Mr. Traughber used to say that the Reorganized Church was 
right, but now he fights against us; says we are not right, neither the Book of

1. See VI.A.8,J. L. TRAUGHBER TO SAINTS' HERALD, 13 OCT
1879.

2. On Martin Harris (1783-1875), see “Introduction to Martin Harris 
Collection.”

3. See VI.A.4, DAVID WHITMER INTERVIEW WITH THOMAS 
W. SMITH, JAN 1876.
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Covenants. I believe both to be right, but that Mr. Whitmer carried the idea 
that the translation was by both, or either Urim and Thummim and the 
stone.

Eri B. Mullin



D a v i d  w h i t m e r  i n t e r v i e w

W IT H  C H IC AG O  TIM ES , 

A U G U S T  1875

3 .

“The Golden Tablets on Which Were Inscribed the Records of the Tribe of 
Nephi. Written in ‘Improved Egyptian’ and Translated by Joseph Smith. 
How He Came to Find Them and the Mighty Goggles by Which They 
Were Translated. And How He Was Pitched Down Hill for Daring to Think 
He had Struck a Bonanza. An Interview with David Whitmer, W ho Helped 
to Make the Translation. And Who Now Holds the Original Manuscripts of 
the Book of Mormon. ...,” Chicago Times, 7 August 1875, 1.

EDITO RIAL N O TE

This interview was conducted at David W hitmer’s home in R ich­
mond, Missouri, in the presence of Jacob T. Child, editor of the Richmond 
Conservator. After the interview was published, an unidentified non-M or­
mon gentleman from Salt Lake City, “having entertained doubt of the genu­
ineness of the reprinted interview of the Chicago Times correspondent with 
Mr. David Whitmer, relative to the coming forth of the Book of Mormon 
and other matters, as published in the [Salt Lake] Herald some weeks ago, 
wrote to Mr. Whitmer, making inquiry as to the reliability of the statements 
attributed to him,” and received the following:

Richmond, Missouri, August 17, 1875.
In the fear of the Lord, and under the guardianship of my aged grand­

father, I write to you for him: “The conversation in which I gave the out­
lines of my experiences and history to the reporter of the Chicago Times, 
and published by them—which was copied by the Herald, is substantially 
correct. There may be a few minor errors, but they do not interfere at all 
with what I gave him in substance, or the purposes of the Almighty Father 
in disseminating his truth.”

Under his instruction (David Whitmer)
I am sir, your obedient servant 

George W. Schweich 
(Salt Lake Herald, 18 September 1875; Cook 1991, 236).
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While everybody knows that Joseph Smith was the founder o f the 
Church of Christ, or, as it is more commonly called, Mormonism, compara­
tively few know anything more than this of Smith and his creed. To bring 
out some of the salient points in the life of this wonderful man, to give the 
true record of the finding of the golden tablets, and the translation of their 
“reformed Egyptian” hieroglyphics into the book of Mormon, by means of 
the Urim and Thummim, and to show wherein the Church of Christ of Lat­
ter-Day saints differs from the original Church of Christ, as instituted by Jo­
seph Smith, the prophet, are, in brief, the objects of this article.

JOSEPH SMITH WAS BORN 

Dec. 13 [23], 1805, at Sharon, Windsor county, Ver[mon]t., very much as 
ordinary mortals are brought into the world. There were no “fiery shapes” or 
“burning crescents” to mark the advent of this, the greatest prophet since the 
days of Mohammed. His parents belonged to the sub-stratum of society, or 
what was known as the mud-sill element in ante helium days. In 1815 they 
moved to a point near Palmyra, Wayne county, New York, and 10 years 
later crossed the line and settled in the adjoining county of Ontario.1 Joseph 
was an illiterate and wayward, but at the same [time] an original youth. Early 
in life he manifested a strong tendency toward the mysterious, and managed 
to earn shillings as a water-witch, using the forked hazel stick to designate the 
exact place where the credulous could sink wells with a certainty of finding 
an ample supply of water. So, at least, say those who disbelieve in his religion. 
It was about the year 1827 that Joseph inaugurated, or was the instrument of 
inaugurating, one of the most novel and successful religious schemes that has 
started the world for many centuries,— one that has attracted the attention 
of, and made converts from, the old world as well as the new, and has been 
and is to-day a formidable element in the religious and political affairs of the 
republic.

THE BASIS OF THE WHOLE FABRIC 

was the finding, or the purported finding, by Smith, of certain sacred records 
which 14 centuries before had been buried by the last remnant of one of the 
lost tribes of Israel.1 2 Hon. Joseph Smith was led to the discovery, and how he 
utilized it, was told to a TIMES reporter by David Whitmer, of Missouri,

1. Actually, Joseph Smith, Sr., moved to Palmyra in 1816, and purchased 
his Manchester land in 1820 (see III.L.4, SMITH MANCHESTER [NY] 
LAND RECORDS, 1820-1830).

2. It was common, and sometimes still is, for those unfamiliar with the 
contents of the Book of Mormon to incorrectly describe it as a record of the lost 
tribes of Israel. The error was certainly the editor’s, not Whitmer’s.
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who witnessed much of that whereof he speaks, and who to-day has in his 
possession the original documents on which the church was founded.3 His 
story runs somewhat thus:

One night Joseph Smith awoke from deep sleep to find his humble 
room ablaze with glorious effulgence. In the midst of this supernatural radi­
ance stood an angelic figure robed in white, who, in seraphic tones, said to 
him that in a stone casket buried near the summit of the hill Cumorah were 
the priceless and sacred records of the Nephites, one of the lost tribes. Pres­
ently the light and the strange messenger disappeared, and all was dark. Jo­
seph slept, and a second time he awoke to see the same mysterious light and 
presence, and to hear the same weird directions. He slept again, and a third 
time the angelic visitant and heavenly light appeared as before. In the morn­
ing Joseph arose pale and haggard, meditating upon the events of the night, 
and his parents, observing his strange appearance, questioned him closely but 
received only evasive answers. As soon as he could escape observation he 
strolled out and away from the house and sought the hill Cumorah, an oval 
prominence with a base half a mile in diameter, situated near Manchester. He 
found the exact spot designated by the white-robed visitor, and at once com­
menced digging in the rock-ribbed soil. At the depth of two and a half or 
three feet his faith was rewarded by the discovery of

A SQUARE STONE CASKET.

Overpowered by the discovery he rested for a few moments, and then 
visions o f worldly emolument flitted through his overwrought brain. He had 
been singled out as the discoverer of this secret of the infinite! Should he ne­
glect this golden opportunity to amass a fortune? No! He would take a trusty 
few into his confidence, the better to accomplish his mercenary purpose, and 
untold wealth and fame would be guaranteed to all. While these worldly 
thoughts occupied Joseph’s mind, the angel of the Lord again suddenly stood 
before him, told him that he had approached this sacred spot in [an] irrever­
ent mood, that the secrets of the casket could never be his until he sought 
them in the proper spirit, and then hurried him unceremoneously to the 
plain below. Joseph arose chagrined, and resolutely ascended the hill, when 
he was again hur[r]ied back with words of awful warning. A third attempt,

3. On several occasions Whitmer incorrectly claimed to have the origi­
nal Book of Mormon manuscript, apparently unaware that the original dictated 
manuscript was placed in the cornerstone of the Nauvoo House on 2 October 
1841. Whitmer was in possession of the printer’s copy. In correcting Whitmer’s 
error, Edward Stevenson noted: “Be this as it may, it would be hard to convince 
David Whitmer of it” (Millennial Star 48 [5 July 1886]: 421).
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with like result, sufficed to convince him that he was battling against the 
Lord, and he desisted and repaired to his father’s house, leaving the casket in­
tact. After long weeks of prayerful purification he again visited the hill 
Cumorah and reverently unearthed the casket. With an unpoetical crowbar 
he removed the cover, when were revealed to his astonished sight a number 
of golden plates, and a singular stone. The plates were each about 6x10 inches 
in size, and were held together by a brazen ring passing through a hole near 
the top, so that the entire package could be opened like a book. On these 
plates were mystic characters that no man could decipher. A learned philolo­
gist in New York city was consulted but confessed his utter ignorance of the 
language embodied in the symbols.4 But a stone had been found with the 
plates, shaped like a pair of ordinary spectacles, though much larger, and at 
least half an inch in thickness, and perfectly opaque save to the prophetic vi­
sion of Joseph Smith. On the tablets or plates were engraven the records of 
the lost tribe of Nephites, and the stone was

THE URIM AND THUMMIM, 

by which the seers of old had deciphered the mysteries of the universe.
Joseph Smith, recognizing the necessity of having confidants and assis­

tants that he might utilize the great gift, shared his secret with a few young 
men in the neighborhood, among whom were Oliver Cowdery5 and Martin 
Harris.6 David Whitmer, living 22 miles away, came to town on business, 
overheard some conversation with reference to the discovery, became inter­
ested, formed Joseph’s acquaintance, was shown the plates, as well as some 
practical tests of the Urim and Thummim, and was overwhelmed with con­
viction, and became an active disciple and confidant. In 1828 Smith com­
menced the translation of the inscriptions upon the plates, but the excite­
ment in the vicinity of his father’s residence was such that he was compelled 
to leave the country.7 He took refuge at Harmony, Pennsylvania, whither

4. Concerning Charles Anthon’s inability to read the characters, see “In­
troduction to Martin Harris Collection”; also V.D.2, CHARLES ANTHON 
TO E. D. HOWE, 17 FEB 1834; and V.D.3, CHARLES ANTHON TO 
THOMAS W INTHROP COIT, 3 APR 1841.

5. On Oliver Cowdery (1806-50), see “Introduction to Oliver Cowdery 
Collection.”

6. On Martin Harris (1783-1875), see “Introduction to Martin Harris 
Collection.”

7. According to Joseph Smith, he left Manchester, New York, in De­
cember 1827 and made transcriptions from the plates after his arrival at Har­
mony, Pennsylvania (I.A.15, JOSEPH SMITH HISTORY, 1832, 5).
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Cowdery soon followed him,8 stopping over night en route at the house of 
David W hitmer’s father, when the two young men conversed long and ear­
nestly upon the new revelations. In the spring of 1829, even Harmony be­
came too hot for Joseph, and he sent to New York for succor. David 
W hitmer started out in a wagon, drove 160 miles to Harmony, took Smith 
and Cowdery as passengers, and conveyed them thence to his father’s house 
where they remained in retirement until September, completing the transla­
tion.9 During all these months David had free access to their room, and was

AN EYE-WITNESS TO THE METHOD OF PROCEDURE.

The plates were not before Joseph while he translated, but seem to have been 
removed by the custodian angel. The method pursued was commonplace 
but nevertheless effective. Having placed the Urim and Thummim in his hat, 
Joseph placed the hat over his face, and with prophetic eyes read the invisible 
symbols syllable by syllable and word by word, while Cowdery or Harris 
acted as recorders.10 11 “So illiterate was Joseph at that time,” said Mr. 
Whitmer, “that he didn’t even know that Jerusalem was a walled city,11 and 
he was utterly unable to pronounce many of the names which the magic 
power of the Urim and Thummim revealed, and therefore spelled them out 
in syllables, and the more erudite scribe put them together. The stone was the 
same used by the Jaredites at Babel.12 I have frequently placed it to my eyes 
but could see nothing through it. I have seen Joseph, however, place it to his 
eyes and instantly read signs 160 miles distant and tell exactly what was tran­
spiring there. W hen I went to Harmony after him he told me the names of 
every hotel at which I had stopped on the road, read the signs, and described

8. Whitmer’s account skips over Martin Harris’s tenure as scribe, which 
was from about 12 April to 14 June 1828.

9. Smith and Cowdery moved to Fayette, New Y ork, in early June 1829 
and completed the translation by about the end of June. After arranging for the 
printing in Palmyra, Smith returned to Harmony on 4 October 1829, remaining 
there until his return to Fayette in September 1830.

10. The reviewer apparently confuses Smith’s seer stone with his “specta­
cles,” sometimes referred to as urim and thummim. Smith placed his seer stone, 
not the urim and thummim, into his hat (see VI.A.8, J. L. TRAUGHBER TO 
SAIN TS’ HERALD, 13 OCT 1879; see also Lancaster 1990, 97-112).

11. This information originates with Emma Smith (see I.F.l, EMMA 
SMITH BIDAMON INTERVIEW W ITH EDMUND C. BRIGGS, 1856; 
also VI.A.20, DAVID WHITMER INTERVIEW WITH E. C. BRIGGS 
AND R. ETZENHOUSER, 25 APR 1884).

12. See Eth. 3:21-28. However, this passage refers to the urim and 
thummim, not the seer stone.
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various scenes without having ever received any information from m e.”13 
The unbelievers frequently attempted to confound the faithful few by asking 
them if they supposed

“THAT FOOL BOY” 

could write anything, or that God would select such a wretch as a medium of 
communicating His will. The ready answer was that God was not very par­
ticular as to the instruments used to accomplish certain desired ends, and that 
devils as well as angels had their places in His economy.

In 1830 the Book of Mormon was first published, and on the 6th of 
April of that year the Church of Christ was organized at Manchester.14 ...15

DAVID WHITMER
was born near Harrisburg, Pa., and when he was but four years old his parents 
removed to New York, settling at a point midway between the northern ex­
tremities of Lake Cayuga and Seneca, two miles from Waterloo, two miles 
from Seneca river, four miles from Seneca Falls, seven miles from Geneva, 
and 22 miles from Palmyra. He is now 70 years of age, but as hale and hearty 
as most men at 50. In person he is above medium height, stoutly built though 
not corpulent, his shoulders inclining to stoop as if from so long supporting 
his massive head rather than from the weight of years, his frank, manly, and 
benevolent face closely shaven, and his whole exterior betokening him to be 
one of nature’s gentlemen. The rudiments of education he learned in school, 
and a life-time of thought and research have served to expand and store his 
mind with vast funds of information. THE TIMES reporter found him at his 
pleasant two-story white frame residence near the centre of the town of 
Richmond, Mo., and, in company with Hon. J. T Child,16 editor of The 
Conservator, was admitted, introduced, and received a cordial greeting.

13. Cf. VI.A.7, DAVID WHITMER INTERVIEW WITH ORSON 
PRATT AND JOSEPH F. SMITH, 7-8 SEP 1878; and VI.A.17, DAVID 
WHITMER INTERVIEW WITH JAMES H. HART, 21 AUG 1883 & 10 
MAR 1884.

14. The designation ofManchester as the location of the church’s organi­
zation is likely the editor’s insertion. Elsewhere Whitmer consistently, although 
incorrectly, places the organization at Fayette, New York (see, e.g., VI.A.33, 
DAVID WHITMER, ADDRESS, 1887, 33). On the location of the church’s 
organization, see I.A.15, JOSEPH SMITH HISTORY, 1839, n. 82.

15. Discussion of the Book of Mormon’s contents and reproduction of the 
Testimony of Three Witnesses are here deleted.

16. Jacob T. Childs, age thirty-seven and a native of Virginia, is listed in 
the 1870 census of Richmond, Ray County, Missouri, as a “Publisher” 
(1870:587).
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W hen the object of the call was made known, Mr. Whitmer smilingly and 
meditatively remarked that it was true he had in his possession the original 
records, and was conversant with the history of the Church of Christ from 
the beginning, but was under obligations to hold both history and records sa­
cred until such time as the interests of truth and true religion might demand 
their aid to combat error. Presently he became quite animated, arose to his 
feet and with great earnestness and good nature spoke for half an hour on the 
harmony between the bible and the original Book of Mormon, showing 
how the finding of the plates had been predicted, referring to the innumera­
ble evidences, in the shape of ruins of great cities existing on this continent, 
of its former occupation by a highly civilized race, reverently declared his 
solemn conviction of the authenticity of the records in his possession, and 
closed by

DENOUNCING THE LATTER DAY SAINTS OF UTAH 

as an abomination in the sight of the Lord. ...17
David W hitmer believes in the bible as implicitly as any devotee alive, 

and he believes in the Book of Mormon as much as he does in the bible. The 
one is but a supplement to the other, according to his idea, and neither would 
he complete were the other lacking. And no man can look at David 
W hitmer’s face for a half-hour, while he charit[abl]y and modestly speaks of 
what he has seen, and then boldly and earnestly confesses the faith that is in 
him, and say that he is a bigot or an enthusiast. While he shrinks from unnec­
essary public promulgation of creed, and keenly feels that the Brighamites 
and Danites and numerous other ites have disgraced it, yet he would not hes­
itate, in emergency, to

STAKE HIS HONOR AND EVEN HIS LIFE

upon its reliability. His is the stern faith of the puritans, modified by half a 
century of benevolent thought and quiet observation. He might have been a 
martyr had he lacked sense and shrewdness to escape the death sentence that 
was pronounced against him by the high priests of the church he had helped 
to build. As it is, he is perhaps the only living witness of the wondrous revela­
tion made to Joseph Smith, the founder ofMormonism.

David W hitmer was married in Seneca county, New York, in 1830 
[1831], and was for a number of years an elder in the Church of Christ. 
To-day he is the proprietor of a livery stable in Richmond, Mo., owns some 
real estate, has a handsome balance in the bank, is universally respected by all

17. Whitmer’s statements about Utah, Brigham Young, and polygamy are 
here deleted (see Cook 1991, 5-6).
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who know him, and surrounded by children and grandchildren, is pleasantly 
gliding toward the gates of sunset, confident that the God of Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob was also the God of Nephi, whose faithful disciple he has 
been and is. He does not believe that all believing in the Book of Mormon or 
all adherents to any other faith will be found among the elect, but that the 
truly good of every faith will be gathered in fulfilment of prophecy. Neither 
does he believe that the Book of Mormon is the only record of the lost tribes 
hidden in the earth, but, on the contrary, that the caves hold other records 
that will not come forth till all is peace and the lion shall eat straw with the 
lamb. Three times has he been at the hill Cumorah and seen the casket that 
contained the tablets, and the seer-stone. Eventually the casket had been 
washed down to the foot of the hill, but it was to be seen when he last visited 
the historic place.18 He declares that he has never been a Mormon, as the 
term is commonly interpreted, but is a firm believer in the book, in the faith 
of Christ, and the fulfilment of the prophecies in due time. ...19

18. In subsequent interviews, Whitmer states that in 1828 he was told by 
others about the place of deposit on the Hill Cumorah (see VI.A. 12, DAVID 
WHITMER INTERVIEW WITH KANSAS CITYJOURNAL , 1JUN 1881; 
and VI.A.14, DAVID WHITMER INTERVIEW WITH CHICAGO TIMES, 
14 OCT 1881). This is contradicted by Lorenzo Saunders, who said he searched 
the hill only days after Smith removed the plates and could find no evidence that 
anyone had dug there except on its northeastern slope where the treasure seekers 
had been a year or two earlier (see IIIJ.20, LORENZO SAUNDERS TO 
THOMAS GREGG, 28 JAN 1885). It is likely that Whitmer believed the east­
ern excavation to be the place of extraction and that the stones at the bottom of 
the hill had originally belonged to the stone box (cf. III.K.32, EDWARD 
STEVENSON REMINISCENCE, 1893, 13).

19. Whitmer’s account ofleaving the church in 1838 and discussion of the 
Spaulding theory of the Book of Mormon’s origin have been deleted (see Cook 
1991, 7-9).
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w i t h  T h o m a s  w .  S m i t h ,  

JA N U A R Y  1876

4 .

1. Thomas W ood Smith to the Editor, Fall River (MA) Herald, 28 
March 1879; reprinted in the Saints' Herald 26 (15 April 1879): 128.

2. Thomas W. Smith to Joseph Smith III, Saints' Herald 27 (1 January 
1880): 13.

EDITO RIAL N O TE

Thomas W ood Smith (1838-94) was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylva­
nia. In 1858 he married Helen Marr Pierce. While laboring as a Christian 
minister in Illinois, he was converted and baptized into the RLDS church on 
14 March 1866 and was called to be an apostle in the Quorum of Twelve in 
1873. He died at Independence, Missouri (Smith and Smith 1897-1903, 
4:678-83).

His initial statement in the Fall River Herald was disputed by John L. 
Traughber (see VI.A.8, J. L. TRAUGHBER TO SA IN T S ' HERALD, 13 
O C T 1879), to which Smith responded in the Saints' Herald, item number 2 
below.

[1. Thomas W. Smith Statement, 1879]

Editor of Fall River Herald:—
... The assertion that “the three witnesses confessed to having sworn 

falsely” is a base fabrication, it is unqualifiedly false. Beside possessing evi­
dence that cannot be gainsaid that Oliver Cowdery1 and Martin Harris1 2 
maintained the truth of their published testimony concerning the seeing of 
the angel and viewing the plates, till the day of their death; (and I will gladly 
avail myself of the privilege of proving this,) and beside having the printed 
testimony of David Whitmer [,] the other witness [,] as it appeared in the Chi-

1. On Oliver Cowdery (1806-50), see “Introduction to Oliver Cowdery 
Collection.”

2. On Martin Harris (1783-1875), see “Introduction to Martin Harris 
Collection.”
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cago Times, Aug. 7, 1875,3 I personally heard him [David Whitmer] state in 
Jan. 1876 in his own house in Richmond, Ray Co. Mo. in most positive lan­
guage, that he did truly see in broad day light, a bright, and most beautiful be­
ing, an “Angel from Heaven,” who did hold in his hands the golden plates, 
which he turned over leaf by leaf, explaining the contents, here and there. 
He also described the size and general appearance of the plates, and he further 
said, that he saw Joseph translate, by the aid of the Urim and Thummim, time 
and again, and he then produced a large pile of foolscap paper closely written 
in a very fair hand, which he declared was the manuscript written mainly by 
Oliver Cowdery and Martin Harris, as the translation was being read by the 
aid of the Urim and Thummim of the characters on the plates by Joseph 
Smith, which work of translation and transcription he frequently saw. ...

T. W. SMITH.

[2. Thomas W. Smith Response, 1880]

Bro. Joseph:—When I first read Mr. Traughber’s paper in [the] Herald of 
November 15th,41 thought that I would not notice his attack at all, as I sup­
posed that I was believed by the Church to be fair and truthful in my state­
ments of other men’s views, when I have occasion to use them, and I shall 
make this reply only: That unless my interview with David Whitmer in Jan­
uary, 1876, was only a dream, or that I failed to understand plain English, I 
believed then, and since, and now, that he said that Joseph possessed, and 
used the Urim and Thummim in the translation of the inscriptions referred 
to, and I remember of being much pleased with that statement, as I had heard 
of the “Seer stone” being used. And unless I dreamed the interview, or very 
soon after failed to recollect the occasion, he described the form and size of 
the said Urim and Thummim. The nearest approach to a retraction of my 
testimony as given in the Fall River Herald and that given publicly in many 
places from the stand fromjanuary, 1876, till now, is, that unless I altogether 
misunderstood “Father W hitmer” on this point, he said the translation was 
done by the aid of the Urim and Thummim. If he says he did not intend to 
convey such an impression to my mind, then I say I regret that I misunder­
stood him, and unintentionally have misrepresented him. But that I under­
stood him as represented by me frequently I still affirm. If Father Whitmer

3. See VI.A.3, DAVID WHITMER INTERVIEW WITH CHICA­
GO TIMES, AUG 1875.

4. See VI.A.8, J. L. TRAUGHBER TO SAINTS’ HERALD, 13 OCT
1879.

26



IN TER V IEW  W IT H  THOM AS W. SM ITH, 1876

will say over his own signature, that he never said, or at least never intended 
to say, that Joseph possessed or used in translating the Book of Mormon, the 
Urim and Thummim, I will agree to not repeat my testimony as seen in the 
Fall River Herald on that point.5

T. W. SMITH

5. Whitmer told Edward Stevenson that Smith first translated with the 
urim and thummim but afterward used the seer stone (VI.A.5, DAVID 
WHITMER INTERVIEW WITH EDWARD STEVENSON, 22-23 DEC 
1877). In his 1887 pamphlet, Whitmer stated that Smith put the “seer stone” 
into his hat and translated (VI.A.33, DAVID WHITMER, ADDRESS, 1887, 
12).
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W IT H  E D W A R D  ST E V E N S O N ,

22-23 December 1877

5 .

1. Edward Stevenson, Journal, 14:10-18, entry of 22-23 December 
1877, LDS Church Archives, Salt Lake City, Utah.

2. Edward Stevenson to Orson Pratt, 23 December 1877, “Journal 
History,” LDS Church Archives, Salt Lake City, Utah.

3. Edward Stevenson to John Taylor, 7 January 1878, “Journal His­
tory,” LDS Church Archives, Salt Lake City, Utah.

4. Edward Stevenson to the Editor, 21 January 1878, Salt Lake Herald, 
2 February 1878, 3.

5. Edward Stevenson, Reminiscences of Joseph, the Prophet and the Coming 
Forth of the Book of Mormon (Salt Lake City: Edward Stevenson, 
1893), 15.

EDITO RIAL NO TE

Edward Stevenson (1820-97)1 heard David Whitmer bear his testi­
mony of the Book ofM ormon in 1834 whenjoseph Smith and others visited 
Pontiac, Michigan (see I. A.9, JOSEPH SMITH RECITAL TO  PONTIAC 
[MI] SAINTS, O CT 1834). He visited Whitmer in Richmond, Ray 
County, Missouri, on at least three occasions many years later: 22-23 De­
cember 1877, 9 February 1886, and 2 January 1887 (see also VI.A.27, 
DAVID W HITM ER INTERVIEW  W ITH EDW ARD STEVENSON, 9 
FEB 1886; and VI.A.31, DAVID W HITM ER INTERVIEW  W ITH  ED­
WARD STEVENSON, 2 JAN 1887). The following transcriptions are 
from Stevenson’s journal— an entry made about the time of his first inter­
view with Whitmer— and sources wherein Stevenson reflects on this inter­
view.

[1, Journal, 22-23 December 1877]

Satfurday] 22, [December 1877] .1 2 after Breakfast wee took a walk up to

1. On Edward Stevenson, see introduction to IIIJ. 13, EDWARD 
STEVENSON INTERVIEWS WITH MARTIN HARRIS, 1870.

2. Although dated 22 December, Stevenson evidently recorded his in-
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IN TER V IEW  W IT H  ED W A RD  STEVENSON, 1877

David Whitmers the onley one of the 3 Witnesses of the Book of Mormon, 
that is now Living & Spent 4 [h]ours with him Sc again 4 [h]ours more in the 
Evening it being about 9 P.M. Sc on Sunday Evening about 2 [h]ours again 
So that in all wee Spent 10 [hjours hejajreing Sc being he[a]rd [p. 10] and as I 
was Successful in Emigrateing Martin Harris* 3 to Utah, I hope Sc Pray that I 
may be instrumental in the hands of the Lord in doing good Sc Bring Bro Da­
vid to Zion. I will relate Some of the Items of Conversation as they Passed 
between us.

Bro David Please relate your feelings in regard to the Testamoney of 
yours in the Book of Mormon, Sc the orrigen of the Gosple through Joseph 
Smith. “Well as I know that the Sun Shines So do I know that I was Plowing 
one fore=noon Sc I he[a]rd a voice Sc Saw a personage Who Said [JBlessed is 
the Lord Sc he that keepeth his Commandments [’] Sc the very next R ound 
Bro. Joseph Sc Oliver Came along Sc Said [JCome David Sc be one of [p. 11] 
the witnesses of the Book ofM orm onf’] Wee walked through A clearing Sc 
all Sat on a log[.] it was about 11 A.M. When A Light appeared Sc it Grew 
Brighter until an Angle Stood before us and on the appearance of A table Was 
laid the Platesf,] Urim Sc Thumin[,] Ball or Director^] Sword of Laban See Sc 
A voice Declared Sc Bore record of the truth of the Translation turning the 
Leaves over Sc thus the vision ended. [”]

David Whitmer is 73 injan. 1878, Sc Stands 5 [feet], 10 infehes]. [tall] & 
Weighs 150 lbs. fair Sc Prominent Features, he has only one Son David Sc one 
Daughter Now A Widdow. Wee [When he] had Shown us the Transcript 
Coppy of the original of the Book of Mormon Written by [p. 12] Martin 
Harris, Oliver Cowdery,4 5 Ema Smith,3 the Prophets Wife, Sc Ch[r]istian 
W hitmer.6 it was fools Cap Sc about 2 inches thick Sc clean Sc well Preserved, 
he Gave us the Names of the 6 at the organisation of the Churchf:]7

terviews after the conclusion of his last meeting with Whitmer on the evening of 
the subsequent day, 23 December.

3. On Martin Harris (1783-1875), see “Introduction to Martin Harris 
Collection.”

4. On Oliver Cowdery (1806-50), see “Introduction to Oliver Cowdery 
Collection.”

5. On Emma Hale Smith (1804-79), see “Introduction to Emma Smith 
Collection.”

6. On Christian Whitmer (1798-1835), see I.A.15, JOSEPH SMITH 
HISTORY, 1839, n. 96. The printer’s copy that David Whitmer possessed bears 
the handwriting of three individuals: Oliver Cowdery, Hyrum Smith, and an 
unknown scribe (see Skousen 2001, 9-10).

7. Regarding Whitmer’s list of initiating elders, see introduction to 
IV.A.4, JOSEPH KNIGHT, JR., STATEMENT, 11 AUG 1862.
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